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We were just settling into a wonderful routine at school and then COVID struck. Our Grade 1/2 and 3/4 classes were both
transitioned to learning at home due to the number of students in those classes who had tested positive for COVID-19. We had
made it through all of last year without a case and then, all of a sudden, we were declared an Outbreak school by AHS because
of the number of cases. BRSD hired specialty cleaners who went through the school on October 29th and gave it a complete
cleaning.
As I write this, our younger students are still learning at home. Some of our older students have chosen to stay home while
others are continuing to attend school. Students are learning through a combination of in-person learning and online education.
Grade 5-9 teachers are setting up Google Meets for the students at home so they are able to join the kids who are at school. It is
wonderful that the school was not closed and that we can continue to provide in-person learning for Kindergarten and grades
5-9! Hopefully when the Grade 1/2 and 3/4 classes return on November 5th, as currently scheduled, things will start getting
back to normal. Please continue to watch for email updates from Alberta Health Services. If you did not receive the initial email
from AHS, please contact Mrs. McManus in the office to ensure our records have the most current information. With the
November Break close at hand, it will give students an opportunity to just relax for six days.
I want to thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we continue to put measures in place at the school due to the
ongoing pandemic. BRSD has recently put a policy in place for all of its staff, parents and visitors when it comes to entering the
school building. We are asking that everyone who enters the school show proof of vaccination or a negative rapid test. If this is
not available, you will be unable to enter our building. This is a temporary measure and the School Board will review it often
and make a decision at a later date as to when they will remove the measure. I want to say a special thank you to all those
parents who have kept their children at home when they have displayed signs of illness found on the AHS Daily Checklist. Our
goal is to do as much as we can to keep your children safe and, while some of the measures have a significant impact on some
parents and community members, it is all in an effort to protect the kids.
Our parent-teacher interview evening was well-attended. Thanks to all the parents who came out to discuss the goals you have
for your children; it was wonderful to have parents in the school being able to meet face-to-face! The staff appreciate your
continued support.
On another note, BRSD has acquired PowerSchool, a new computer program for reporting student achievement. This program
is used by many school divisions around Alberta and “communicates” very well with the Student Information program of
Alberta Education. The PowerSchool parent portal will be opening on November 17th. By mid-November we will have
instructions and videos on our website to support parents when it comes to accessing the parent portal. Thank you for your
patience as our staff learns the ins and outs of this new program.
I would like to thank all the parents who are making our Breakfast and Hot Lunch Programs successful! I also want to thank all
the parents who helped their junior high students create the structures for the games for our Halloween afternoon. Thanks also
to all the parents that came out to watch the costume parade.
On a final note, just a reminder that the School Council meeting (virtual) is on November 9th. I would like to invite everyone to
attend. The Google Meet link will be posted on the school website on November 9.
Brian Horbay, Principal Keely Nelson, Assistant Principal
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November at a Glance
Nov 4 - Early Dismissal
Nov 9 - School Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Nov 9 - Virtual Assembly - Wacky Hat Spirit Day
Nov 11- Remembrance Day (no school)
Nov 12-16 Fall Break (no school)
Nov 18 - School Picture Retakes
Nov 19 - Gr 1-9 Report Cards
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Terry Fox Run
All students and staff enjoyed a beautiful walk in the sunshine for the Terry Fox Run held on Oct 7th.

.
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Take Me Outside Day
Our school promoted Mental Health and Wellness on Oct 20th by encouraging all our
students to get fresh air and take their activities outside. Pictured below are some students
enjoying PE and Fine Arts classes outdoors.
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Kindergarten Class Learns Fire Safety
The Kindergarten class walked over to the Round Hill Fire Station and learned what our local Fire
Department does to keep our community safe. They had a blast and learned so muc
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